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CELEBRATING 250,000 TREES SINCE OUR START IN 1989
10,000 Trees is excited to be celebrating a significant milestone in our
mission to protect and improve the Rouge River Watershed. This spring,

we will be planting our 250,000th tree!!

We could not have done this without the help of the entire 10,000 Trees
community. All of the corporate sponsors who provided financial and in-
kind resources, the tens of thousands of volunteers who planted trees, and

the public agencies who welcomed us onto their parkland.

Most of all, we thank all of the volunteers who have served on our
organizing committee since 1989. Without their foresight, perseverance,
advocacy and passion for the Rouge, the 10,000 Trees community would

not be as successful as it is today.

Over the last 30+ years, we have organized planting events across all of
the municipalities in the Rouge River. Our very first planting event took
place in Richmond Hill in 1990 at the Beaver Creek park at Leslie St and
16th Ave. Two years later in 1992, we moved to Unionville where we
planted near Kennedy Rd and Highway 7. From 1995 to 2005, we planted
in Scarborough north of the Toronto Zoo. In 2006, we returned to
Markham and focused on planting in the Little Rouge River and early
reforestation efforts at the newly established Bob Hunter Memorial Park at
Donald Cousens Parkway and 14th Ave. In 2021, we were the first
community group to plant in the new Rouge National Urban Park and in
2023/2024, we planted for the first time in Stouffville and Pickering.

We worked on some interesting projects over the years and have learned

how to stay adaptable including...

« Planting in snowstorms
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Blocking off roads and directing traffic
Preparing two thousand hot dogs and hamburgers in three hours
Building a pontoon bridge over the Little Rouge River
Constructing a wetland pond
Installing vegetation screening at the Glen Rouge Campground
Planting (and then replanting and then replanting) in some of the

worst construction fill soils at Donald Cousens Parkway and Major
Mackenzie Drive.

Taking part in several film projects (which you can view here:
https://www.10000trees.com/videos)

Running a pump for the whole weekend to push water out of a

planting site

We will be celebrating this milestone at the Milne Park event in May 2026
and invite you to join us. More news to come.
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2026 SPRING EVENTS
This spring, we have three exciting community events planned.
1. Milne Park (McCowan and Highway 7) on May 2nd and 3rd. 5,000

trees to be planted. 1,250 volunteers will be required.

2. Berczy Park North (Bur Oak, between McCowan and Kennedy) on
May 16th. 600 trees to be planted. 150 volunteers will be required.

3. Austin Drive Park (Kennedy and Highway 7) on May 30th. 400 trees
to be planted. 100 volunteers will be required.

Tickets will be limited and can be reserved on a first-come-first-served
basis. Keep an eye on our website as tickets usually sell out within four
weeks. The Milne Park planting will begin sign-ups on March 1st.
Registration for the other two events will begin in April.

2026 SUMMER EVENTS

During the summer, it is too hot to plant new trees. However, the summer
period is critical to maintaining our newly planted trees and flowers. Under
the guidance of our volunteer lead, volunteers will help us water, mulch,
and weed in natural areas. These events will be held from June to
September on most Wednesday afternoons (4:30 PM) and Saturday
mornings (9:00 AM). These are drop-in events and training will be
provided. Locations will be in Markham and will change from event to
event. High school students can earn all of their volunteer hours at these

summer events. More details will be posted on our website.
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WAYS TO HELP 10,000 TREES
10,000 Trees is entirely run by volunteers and here are some ways to help

us make a greater impact.

Spread the word ...
If you enjoyed planting with us this year, help us spread the word. Follow

us on social media and let your friends know about our events.

Volunteer as a Planting Coach ...

Are you an experienced planter? We are always on the lookout for new
planting coaches. These volunteers help to lead small groups of planters
by demonstrating proper planting techniques, performing quality checks on
trees, and ensuring the safety of volunteers. Training is provided for all
new planting coaches. If you are interested, please reach out by replying

to this email.

Donations and Grants ...

As we do not have paid staff, all donations go directly to purchasing trees
and materials for our events. 10,000 Trees is a registered charity and
charitable tax receipts are automatically issued to donations over $25.
Donations can be made through our website:

www.10000trees.com/donate. Your workplace may also support your

volunteer efforts through a donation.

With your help, we can continue to run more community events to

conserve our natural greenspaces. Thank you!

Visit 10,000 Trees website @
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